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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Saker Falcon Task Force meets in Abu Dhabi 
 

Abu Dhabi, 29 March 2012 – The UNEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi holds the inaugural meeting of the 

Saker Falcon Task Force in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (UAE), today on 29 March 2012. It is 

expected to welcome almost 30 participants from 18 different countries, including Government officials 

and representatives from international and non-Governmental organisations. 

 

The meeting will be hosted by the Interim Coordinating Unit (ICU) of the UNEP/CMS Memorandum of 

Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and Eurasia (Raptors MoU). The 

need for a Saker Falcon Task Force was formally established by the Convention on Migratory Species 

(CMS) Resolution 10.28, adopted at the 10
th

 Conference of Parties to CMS which was held in Norway in 

November 2011. The Task Force aims to bring together Range States of the Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug), 

as well as co-operating Partners and other interested parties, to develop a coordinated Global Action 

Plan.  This will include a management and monitoring system to conserve the Saker Falcon.  

 

The objective of this 1
st

 meeting of the Task Force is to bring together key stakeholders to review and 

agree its Work Plan for 2012–2014, including adopting an international Single Species Action Plan 

protocol.  Members will be expected to take responsibility for leading and driving forward a range of 

critical tasks to better understand the threats facing the species, and to identify how best to tackle 

them. 

 

The Saker Falcon is classified as 'Vulnerable' within the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.  It has a 

large distribution, with breeding populations located in Eastern Europe, central Asia and as far East as 

Western China.  Many Sakers, particularly juveniles, migrate long distances from their breeding areas, 

through southern Europe and the Middle East to wintering areas situated in North and East Africa.  The 

Saker Falcon is a skilled hunter, particularly adapted to open terrain such as semi-desert, steppe and 

grassland habitats, where its favoured prey is rodents; for this reason, it has long been a popular bird 

with falconers.  Historically Sakers were crucial to some Bedouin tribes, who relied on their trained birds 

to provide meat during winter.  Even today the species is sought-after, particularly by Arab falconers. 

 

However, populations of Saker Falcons are now in serious decline for a variety of reasons including 

illegal capture and trade, electrocution by power grids, loss or degradation of habitat, and poisoning via 

the use of agricultural pesticides.  

 

The establishment of the Saker Falcon Task Force provides a unique opportunity to successfully promote 

effective conservation of the species throughout its range.  It is anticipated that this meeting will mark 

an important step towards creating an internationally co-ordinated response to improve the status of 

the Saker Falcon, including developing robust mechanisms to ensure controlled and sustainable use of 

the species for falconry purposes, within an adaptive management framework.  
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Note to Editors: 
 

The text of the CMS Resolution 10.28 is available online 

http://www.cms.int/bodies/COP/cop10/resolutions_adopted/10_28_saker_e.pdf. 

 

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) works for the 

conservation of a wide array of endangered migratory animals worldwide through the negotiation and 

implementation of agreements and action plans. CMS, which acts under the auspices of United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), is a rapidly expanding global biodiversity convention with special 

expertise in the field of migratory species. At present, 117 countries are Parties to the Convention. 

 

For more information please visit: http://www.cms.int 

 

The UNEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi oversees the implementation of two agreements – the UNEP/CMS 

Memorandum of Understanding on African-Eurasian Migratory Birds of Prey (Raptors MoU), and 

Dugongs and their habitats throughout their range. The Raptors MoU came into force on 1 November 

2008 and already has 38 Signatories and 3 Cooperating Partners (BirdLife International, International 

Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey, and the CMS Secretariat). The UNEP/CMS 

Office - Abu Dhabi is hosted by the Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi (EAD) on behalf of the Government 

of the UAE. 

 

Current signatories to the UNEP/CMS Raptors MoU are: Angola, Armenia, Belgium, Burundi, Chad, 

Congo, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Denmark, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, Finland, 

Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Guinea, Hungary, Italy, Kenya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Monaco, 

Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Portugal, Romania, Senegal, South Africa, 

Sudan, Togo, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, and Yemen. 

 

For more information on the UNEP/CMS Raptors MoU please visit: 

http://www.cms.int/species/raptors/index.htm 

 

 

For more information please contact: 
 

Mr. Nick P. Williams 

Programme Officer (Birds of Prey – Raptors) 

UNEP/CMS Office - Abu Dhabi 

nwilliams@cms.int 

(+971) 02 6934 624 

 


