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The Convention - History

 Stockholm 1972 - UN Conference on the Human Environment

• Recognized the special threats faced by migratory species and 
the need for an international agreement 

 CMS signed in 1979 in Bonn (also known as “the Bonn 
Convention”) 

 Entered into force on 1 November 1983

 Currently 124 Parties 



CMS definition of migratory species

• Species that 
cyclically and 
predictably cross 
one or more 
national 
jurisdictional 
boundaries



Appendices

Appendix II - Species conserved through 
Agreements

• Have an unfavorable conservation status 

• Would benefit significantly from  

international cooperation

Appendix I – Endangered Species

• In danger of extinction in all or 
most of their range

• No taking permitted 



Structural Organization

CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
Decision making body:
 Reviews implementation
 Adopts budget resolutions
 Amends Species lists

STANDING COMMITTEE
Regional representation
• General policy guidance
• Operational and 

financial direction inter-
sessionally

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL

• Appointed by CMS parties  
& COP  Advise on scientific 
matters

SECRETARIAT
 Develops/promotes 

AGREEMENTS
 Disseminates 

information
 Organises meetings

WORKING GROUPS WORKING GROUPS



Agreements and 
MOUs

Wadden 
Sea Seals

ACAP EUROBATS ACCOBAMS

ASCOBANS Gorilla AEWA

Legally Binding

Aquatic 
Warbler

Bukhara 
Deer

Dugong Great 
Bustard

High 
Andean 

Flamingo

Marine 
Turtles 
Africa

IOSEA Mediterranea
n Monk Seal

Pacific 
Cetaceans

Raptors Ruddy 
Headed 
Goose

Saiga 
Antelope

Sharks Siberian 
Crane

Slender-
billed 

Curlew

West African 
Aquatic 

Mammals

West African 
Elephants

Grassland Birds 
of South America

Huemul

Non- Legally Binding



Avian Processes under CMS 

 Flyways Working Group and POW.- Focus on global flyways, POW includes 
mandate to elaborate Vulture MsAP

 Poisoning Working Group.- Promotes implementation of Poisoning 
Guidelines 

 Landbirds Working Group.- Focus on landbirds but recent meeting in 
Nigeria addressed land use change in Africa, also relevant for vultures

 Illegal Killing Task Force.- Focus in the Mediterranean but includes birds of 
prey in its scope

 Renewable Energy Task Force.- Addresses electrocution, collision and 
windfarms; recent meeting held in Cape Town



Action Plan Process and Timelines

• Once finalised, the Action Plan will be submitted to 

the CMS Scientific Council by the 24 May 2017 

• The Scientific Council meets the 7-10 July 2017 in 

Bonn

• Once endorsed by the Scientific Council, the Action

Plan is submitted to COP for adoption. The deadline

for this submission is the 23 August 2017

• The Action Plan is adopted through a Resolution at 

COP 12 in Manila on the 23-28 October 2017 



Thank you

www.cms.int

http://www.cms.int/

